Wisconsin
Arts Board
Annual Report

1975-1976



Report of Chairperson

Since its inception the Wisconsin Arts Board has attempted to assess
and then respond to the needs of individual arts, arts institutions and
community arts organizations. During fiscal year 1975-76, the agency's
second full year of operation, the public's awareness of the arts in
general, and of the Arts Board and its role in particular, increased
substantially. The growing knowledge of the arts on the part of Wiscon-
sin citizens has led to a broader cognizance of available arts programs
and of the specific needs in their own communities. This, in turn, has
brought about dramatic increases in requests for funding. Nearly $5 were
requested for every §$1 that the Arts Board had at its disposal for grants-
in-aid. The current level of funding for the Arts Board is simply inade-
quate to meet the need of our existing arts resources for financial and
technical assistance, and it provides little opportunity for the develop-
ment of new art forms.

Nevertheless, by making efficient and creative use of available monies
the Arts Board was able to initiate new projects and, in many cases, strength-
en its support of established organizations. Actual public participation in
Arts Board-funded activities increased greatly during this period. The
Artists-in-the Schools Program, for example, was expanded to provide a pro-
fessional artist on a full-time basis in one community and shorter residencies
in film, poetry and dance in many others -- reaching thousands of children
throughout the state.

1975-1976 found the Board more deeply committed to aid to individual
artists through the awarding of fellowships to artists of exceptional promise,
through support for artists' special projects, as well as through funding
for conferences geared to the needs of artists.

Expanded support of community arts agencies aided both fledgling groups
and those of long standing throughout the state. Special grants made through
our pilot Community Arts Services Program have helped in the establishment
of local and regional arts councils and have served as a catalyst for unique
community projects in both the visual and performing arts. Also on the local
level, the '"Dairyland Graphics'" project of barn murals has deeply involved
residents in six rural areas of the state, and the resulting murals have de-
lighted thousands of Wisconsin travelers.

The Wisconsin Arts Board increased its support for tours by several major
arts organizations, thus enabling fine music, dance and theatre companies to
extend their resources to audiences who ordinarily do not have access to
such events,

A major accomplishment of the Board at the close of the year was the
preservation of the sculpture of the late Fred Smith, a lumberjack, farmer,
tavernkeeper and nationally acclaimed artist from Phillips. Smith broke away
from the cultural norms of our own system to develop new expressive forms.
His monumental concrete works will be restored during the next two years and
given to Price County as the basis for a most unique park.

New programs have brought new successes during this year but have demon-
strated new areas for concern as well. The Board, staff and advisory panels
will continue to study the needs of artists and organizations throughout the
state and assist in as many areas as possible.

On behalf of the members of the Wisconsin Arts Board I wish to thank all
those persons who contributed to the success of this past year. With your
continuing support we look forward to another year of challenge and opportu-
nity to strengthen the arts in Wisconsin.

Ruth DeYoung Kohler
Chairperson
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Report of Executive Director

New directions, new efforts, and a broader response to the needs of the
arts in Wisconsin highlight the second full year of operation for the Wisconsin
Arts Board. From July, 1975 through June, 1976, the Board moved into a stronger
position of assistance by more closely defining its paths of supportive efforts
for all the arts in our State.

Focusing on increasing aid to individual artists, a pilot program of
fellowships was initiated. The ten non-matching fellowships, each worth $2,000,
were avallable to Wisconsin visual artists and creative writers of exceptional
promise working to establish their careers. Although this beginning effort was
directed towards individuals working in the visual and writing mediums, the Board
intends to expand the fellowship concept into other areas of individual needs as
larger amounts of monies become available for Board use. In addition, individual
artists in all disciplines were awarded grants for specific project needs, thus
being eligible for another method of direct financial support.

Other supportive efforts for individual artists included an expansion of the
Artists-In-Schools program supported by funds from the National Endowment for the
Arts and the United States Office of Education. A residency of nine-month duration
for a visual artist was held in Sheboygan and more than 35 poetry residencies were
held throughout the state.

Also in support of individual artists, several conferences on arts and the
law were held throughout the state providing working artists with an opportunity
to recognize their legal needs and rights. ’

In addition to increasing its aid to individual artists, the Arts Board pro-
vided financial support for 11 community arts agencies in Wisconsin for activities
ranging from arts festivals for local artists, to performances by community theaters,
to classes for children and adults in the performing and graphic arts.

In conjunction with chapters of 4-H and interested local citizen and visual
art groups, the Arts Board began a program to involve rural children in the creative
process by the design and implementation of murals on barns near their communities.
Entitled "Dairyland Graphics" the project saw the completion of six barn murals
located on major highways throughout Wisconsin. Part of a two-year effort, the
project provided distinctive, colorful, and original expressions of community
involvement dotting the rural landscape.

Supportive efforts for arts organizations throughout the state included one
hundred and one separate grants made during the 12-month period, ranging in size
from $150 to $29,976. Tha latter paid for one-half of the cost of touring the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra to nine communities in Wisconsin and also provided
support for members of the orchestra to conduct master classes for students in
those communities.

Touring Wisconsin's highly qualified professional dance, theater and music
organizations to communities throughout Wisconsin also played an important part
in the Arts Board's attempt to bring quality performances to the citizens of our



state. "Twenty-three organizations received support for touring projects. In-
cluded were children's theater, opera, religious drama, ballet, adult theater,
experimental theater, mime, modern dance, and choral performances.

Continuing this commitment of responding to the needs of public expressions,
members and staff of the Arts Board held informal public meetings in several
locations in Wisconsin. Dialogues of the needs and desires for support from the
Board were held with local citizenry in Platteville and Eau Claire, with more than
225 people in attendance. Combined with similar meetings last year in Ladysmith,
LaCrosse and Sheboygan, the Board was able to hear in an open and frank atmosphere
what the people of Wisconsin believe they need in the future development and
support of the arts in Wisconsin.,

A vital guestion still being debated is what are the characteristic respon-
sibilities of the Wisconsin Arts Board? That is a question of increasing concern,
not only to the members of the Wisconsin Arts Board, the Governor, and the
legislature, but to the arts community at large as well. In many respects, it opens
new and uncharted territory as far as the arts and government are concerned, and
on the solution found there much of the future of the arts -in Wisconsin depends.

Jerrold B. Rouby
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Annual Report 1975-1976

GENERAL GRANTS PROGRAM

Growth, outreach, diversity, planning and development were key words as the
Wisconsin Arts Board completed its second full year of operation June 30, 1976.
Public and artist response to on-going and pilot programs made these key words
attainable goals.

In growth and outreach the public's response included applications for
grants—in-aid from over 300 organizations, institutions and individuals, double
the requests made in 1975. In total they requested $909,000, again double the
previous funding year's requests. Federal funding from the National Endowment for
the Arts, the Arts Board's sole source of program funds, provided $196,000 in
matching grants-in-aid and fellowships for 101 projects throughout the state. 1In
turn those grantees raised or donated $612,000 in cash, services and materials.

In all, 1,500,000 Wisconsin citizens and 7,000 Wisconsin artists viewed or
participated in live programs in 61 communities including 475 touring events, with
numerous festivals and radio broadcasts reaching persons in all corners of the state.

For diversity Wisconsin citizens said the arts in the state should include:
accessible programming for the elderly and handicapped; live radio poetry, fiction
and drama readings; Theatre X touring Razor Blades and The Unnamed; student
scholarships to the Symphony School of America in La Crosse; a participation pro-
duction of Noyes Fludde for children in northwestern Wisconsin; development of an
outdoor sound system for orchestras; ballet and modern dance performances in cities
and towns across the state; the commissioning of a piano trio by a Wisconsin com-
poser for presentation at Carnegie Hall in New York City; the publication of a
definitive book on Frank Lloyd Wright's work in the state; mime performances; Clive
Barnes as keynote speaker for the statewide theater conference; a lazer beam
sculpture; a film on the logging era in the state; and many other programs assisted
by funding and technical assistance from the Arts Board.

Planning and development, in fact all the key goals, went far beyond dollars.
It meant the citizens of Fort Atkinson seeking to express the historic significance
of their Indian burial mounds in a modern mural downtown; it meant reaching a wider
audience in southeastern Wisconsin with diverse programs in music and theater; for
the Madison Civic Repertory Theater, it meant building on their long-range plan for
professionalization with a full-time artistic director.

For the Arts Board itself and the people of Price County, growth, outreach,
diversity, planning and development meant the preservation and beginning restoration
of the works of the late Fred Smith of Phillips, whose American primitive sculptures
in glass and concrete were saved from bulldozing to become the primary feature of
a future Price County park. The words also marked the beginning of a pilot fellow-
ship program for individual visual artists and creative writers. Artists of
exceptional promise competed for ten $2,000 awards with entries reviewed by noted
out-of-state professionals in their field. The Fellowship Program is an outgrowth
of the Arts Board's commitment to individual artists.

These programs and many others are the direct reflection of the growing and
diversified awareness of the citizens expressing the needs for art support in the
State of Wisconsin.
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SPECIALIZED PROGRAMS

In 1975-76 the Wisconsin Arts Board also administered four additional special
programs: Artists-In-Schools, Dance Touring, Community Arts Services, and Dairy-
land Graphics.

Artists-In-Schools, Dance Touring and Community Arts Services are on-going
programs for the Board, the latter in its first year, all funded in part by the
National Endowment for the Arts and local sponsors in the state. Dairyland
Graphics marked the completion of Phase I of a two-year pilot mural program in
rural communities, also funded in part by the National Endowment with local com-
munity participants and donated supplies and materials.

ARTISTS-IN-SCHOOLS

Artists~In-Schools, an on-going program of the Wisconsin Arts Board, placed
professional artists in public and private elementary and secondary schools. The
artists served as resources to the students and teachers, aiming to enhance the
students' powers of perception and their ability to express themselves creatively.
The program also provided an opportunity for the participating artists to expand
professionally while contributing to the education of Wisconsin youth.

During the 1975-76 school year, thirty five schools participated in the AIS
program.

Visual

Bob Geniusz has given Sheboygan school students exposure to the tools and
processes of printmaking, sculpture construction and animated filmmaking. School
officials who were part of the ESEA Title III Project AWARE can be given much
credit for the planning of this residency. Grant Elementary "School, Central
Administration Building of the Sheboygan School System and the John Michael Kohler
Arts Center provided project support space. Geniusz, a Milwaukee artist, had in-
depth contact with some 300 students and peripheral involvement with 1,500. He
led small and large group discussions, organized slide shows, museum visits and
projects that artistically revealed the childrens' rich imagination. In the company
of a highly receptive group of teachers and students, Bob Geniusz developed what a
regional National Endowment consultant for visual Artists~In-Schools called a
"model program'".

Film

Frank Scheide, a Madison filmmaker, was a resident artist in the Horace Mann
Junior High School in Sheboygan for nine weeks. Students were directly involved
in raising part of the matching funds by selling candy to help pay for the costs of
film stock and processing. After initial instructions in the technique of film-
making and film viewing sessions, Scheide worked with individual students and
teachers in the production of 8mm films. The films that resulted were diverse in



content and execution, many being of excellent quality. At the end of the
residency 30 student films were shown to an enthusiastic audience of 300.

The film component emphasizes in-service training of teachers in the tech-
nigques of filmmaking. A large portion of the equipment (cameras, editors and pro-
jectors) that is brought to the school remains following the residency for con-
tinued use by the participating school.

Poetry

Creative expression through writing requires the simplest of tools. For
this reason alone every student should be encouraged to experience this medium
and to meet and talk to those among us who have made it their life's pursuit.
Fifteen professional poets were selected to participate in 5-day poetry residency
programs. Included were Peter Cooley, Green Bay; Susan Firer, Milwaukee, Doug
Flaherty, Oshkosh; James Hazard, Milwaukee; Peg Carlson Lauber, Eau Claire; Edna
Meudt, Dodgeville; Roger Mitchell, Milwaukee; Jeff Poniewaz, Milwaukee; Bruce
Edward Taylor, Eau Claire; Rockie D. Taylor, Milwaukee; Dennis Trudell, Madison;
J. D. Whitney, Wausau; Bink Noll, Beloit; S. L. Poulter, Randolf; Sara Rath,
Madison. Twenty-four school sponsors selected a poet-in-residence from this group
of participants. Students and teachers from at least ten other schools were
visited by the poets who led discussions on creative writing and read their own
and others' poems. Many of the resident poets held evening readings in libraries
and community centers.

School sponsors during the 1975-76 school year were Ambruster Elementary,
Greendale; North Lakeland Elementary, Manitowish Waters; Edgerton Community
Elementary, Edgerton; Richards Elementary, Whitefish Bay; Alverno College
Elementary, Milwaukee; College Park Elementary, Greendale; Monroe Elementary,
Janesville; Holy Angels Elementary, Appleton; St. Mary's, Durand; Horace Mann
Junior High, Sheboygan; New Richmond Middle School, New Richmond; Turner Middle
School, Beloit; Oshkosh West High School, Oshkosh; Waunakee Jr/Sr High School,
Waunakee; Monona Grove High School, Monona; Wausau East High School, Wausau;
Platteville High School, Platteville; Watertown Sr. High School, Watertown;
Evansville High School, Evansville; Lincoln High School, Wisconsin Rapids; Manawa
High School, Manawa; Monroe High School, Monroe; and Badger High School in Lake
Geneva.



DANCE TOURING PROGRAM

In a joint sponsorship plan with the National Endowment the Dance Touring
Program provided the opportunity for institutions and organizations in six
Wisconsin communities to have ten professional dance companies in residence in
1975-76.

Residencies are for varying lengths of time, 2 and 1/2 days minimum, and
include public performances, community workshops, in-school lecture demonstrations
and master classes. Local sponsors determine the nature of the residency through
choice of a company and discussions with the company about activities most suited
to particular community needs and interests. Federal subsidy of one-third of the
company's fee is available from the Endowment for sponsoring organizations.

During the 1975-76 fiscal year, ten professional dance companies were
sponsored in Wisconsin. The sponsoring organizations and institutions and the
companies in residence were: the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the Don Redlich
Dance Company, the Philobolus Dance Theatre, and the Margalit Dance Theatre Company;
the Milwaukee County Performing Arts Center, the American Ballet Theatre and the
Alvin Aliley City Center Dance Theatre; the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, the
Ae'eva Cohen Solo Dance Repertory, and the Luls Rivera Spanish Dance Company; the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, the North Carolina Dance Theatre; the Wausau
Performing Arts Foundation, the Chicago Dance Troupe (Mordine & Co.); and Beloit
College sponsoring the Ze'eva Cohen Dance Repertory.

COMMUNITY ARTS SERVICES

The pilot year of a new Community Arts Services program was made possible by
a special grant to the Wisconsin Arts Board. Initial year funding made a variety
of programs possible in 11 Wisconsin communities. Each of the 11 communities were
granted award funds to administer programs specifically designed to serve the
citizens of their town and region.

Grants were made to: the Ashland-Bayfield Arts Council; Dodgeville Cultural
Arts Committee; Door County Library-Miller Art Center at Sturgeon Bay; Coulee
Region Festival of the Arts, La Crosse; Marshfield Art Committee-New Visions Gallery;
Milwaukee Inner City Arts Council; Fine Arts Association of Oshkosh; Racine Arts
Council; Shawano County Arts Council; The Performing Arts Foundation of Wausau; and
the Dane County Arts Council.

Funds available in this program made possible a variety of program activities
including the actual formation of arts councils, the initial planning for a fund
raising effort to endow a community's only visual arts resource; speech, drama and
music workshops in preparation for a major arts festival; demonstrations and per-
formances in theater, dance, music, and visual arts in several community arts
festivals; a week-long residency by a major state visual artist in a junior high
school. These and many more events were initiated through this pilot Community
Arts Services Program. The program has now joined Artist-In-Schools and Dance
Touring as an on-going Arts Board program.



DAIRYLAND GRAPHICS

In the summer of 1975 the Wisconsin Arts Board initiated a project celebrating
Wisconsin itself: the youth, the community, the artist, the rural roots of this
state. The program, Dairyland Graphics, joined artists, youths and communities in
creating six colorful murals on the sides of barns across Wisconsin.

Local people participated first-hand in the creative process with artists
from their community to design, implement and paint their mural, interpreting their
own interests with the designs evolving from their own imaginations and experiences.

Dairyland Graphics was conceived and sponsored by the Wisconsin Arts Board
and supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. The
program was coordinated by muralist Marie Burton, co—author of The Mural Manual.
She is one of the original artists involved in the Chicago Mural Renaissance, which
now serves as the national standard for all community mural programs.

All equipment and materials for the project were donated, most often by
community patrons, with all of the paint donated by PPG Industries.

During the project, which stretched from May 15 through September 30, 1975,

as many as 200 people participated in each of the six towns, and highway observers
were countless.

The six barns and local artists involved in Phase I of this two-year program
were: the McArthur barn, Janesville, Ilah Hartung, artist; Patrick Hennessey barn,
Dodgeville, Gary Cisler, artist; Robert Bisek barn, Eau Claire, Margaret Engeldinger,
artist; Ken Howell barn, Ashland-Bayfield, Paul Hubinsky, artist; Daniel Lenhous
barn, Shawano, Jim Gehr, Sr. and Jim Gehr, Jr., artists; and the John and Arthur
Mahr barn, Oak Creek, Barbara Manger and Estherly Allen, artists. These barn mural
sites were chosen because of their locations on well-traveled highways near
communities which have previously been involved with the Arts Board. The six
locations are geographically spread throughout the state to be available to a
larger portion of Wisconsin's artists and viewing public.



REPORT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY 1975-76

REVENUE
State Funds

Administration $ 106,759
TOTAL $ 106,759

National Endowment for the Arts

State Bloc Grant 114,337
Dance Touring 17,167
Artists-In-Schools 17,441
Program Development 11,300
Dance Administration 1,000
Community Arts Services 20,000
Arts Needs Survey 5,658
Dairyland Graphics 24,900
Federal/State Panel Meeting 11,100
Arts Promotional Program 20,000
TOTAL 242,903
Grant Funds Receivable 97,215
Private Gifts and Grants 700
TOTAL REVENUE S 447,578
EXPENDITURES

General Grants Program

Architecture & Environmental Design 4,000
Creative Writing 13,376
Dance 22,965
Film 6,658
Interdisciplinary 18,606
Music 46,026
Theatre 42,950
Visual Arts 36,010
Technical Assistance 3,706
Director's Grants 2,780
TOTAL $ 197,077
Program Support 7,923

205,000

Dance Touring Program
Grants S 17,167
Program Support 868
TOTAL 18,035



EXPENDITURES CON'T

Artists-In-Schools
Poetry
Visual Arts
Film
TOTAL

Community Arts Services

Program Support
TOTAL

Arts Needs Survey
Dairyland Graphics
Federal/State Meeting
Arts Promotional Program

Administrative Support
Salaries & Fringe
Supplies & Services
Equipment

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

4,921
21,400

4,687

31,008

18,620

8,876

5,470

22,560
11,100
20,000

83,836
22,629
444

$ 58,504

$ 106,909

S 447,578



